CHAPTER XXIV.

THE ABENCERRAGES AND ZEGRIS.

ENRIQUE IV. was one of those wretched princes whose
misrule is only endured in hopes of its ending at their
death. He was little better than an idiot, and his wife,
Juana of Portugal, lived so as to be a public scandal;
but as long as they were childless, public hope fixed
itself on the king's younger brother, the Infant Don
Alfonso, a promising high-spirited boy, born of the
second wife of Juan II.                        s

But when after eight years the queen gave birth to a
daughter, Juana, whom the people were required to
acknowledge as heiress, they could not endure the
prospect of her reign, or of her mother's regency; they
utterly denied her to .be the king's child, called her
La Beltaneja, after her supposed father, the unworthy
favourite, Don Beltran de la Cueva, and at Avila,
raised young Alfonso on their shoulders, proclaiming:
him king. He died, however, in 1464, in the midst of
the war with his brother ; and the insurgents then
turned to his sister Isabel, a noble, wise, and devout
maiden of sixteen, whom they would fain have pro-
claimed as their queen. She refused, however, to
accept the crown while her brother lived; but she
claimed to be acknowledged as heiress by the title of